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Nestled between the vast expanse of the Sahara and the azure embrace of the Mediterranean, 

Tunisia stands proud with a legacy that stretches back to the Carthaginians and extends to the 

bustling avenues of modern-day Tunis. As the Islam and Liberty Network convened for its 10th 

International Conference focusing on "Peace and Prosperity in Muslim Majority Countries & 

Beyond", it was a heartfelt reflection by Amel Azzouz from Tunisia that captured the audience's 

attention. 

 

The 2011 Jasmine Revolution, born in the heart of Tunisia, didn't just change the nation's 

trajectory; it sent ripples across the Arab world. Tunisia's drive for freedom, justice, and 

democracy echoed across deserts and mountains, reverberating in town squares and homes 

across the region. 

 

Amid challenges and transitional phases, Tunisia's resilience shone brightly. While several 

countries post-Arab Spring found their paths marred with difficulty, Tunisia carved a unique 

journey, marked by dialogue, understanding, and an unwavering commitment to democratic 

values. This dedication was globally recognized when the Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet 

was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2015. The latest OECD Economic Survey of Tunisia 

highlights the country’s success in fighting poverty and reducing gender imbalances in education 

and well-being in the past decade. This progress provides a solid base for an inclusive recovery 

from the 2020 recession.  

 

But as Azzouz rightly pointed out, Tunisia's story is multidimensional. It's a tale spun from threads 

of rich traditions, music, art, and an undying spirit of inclusivity. With its blend of Berber, Arab, 

Ottoman, and European influences, Tunisia stands as a testament to the beauty of cultural 

convergence. 

 

With the backdrop of the digital age, Tunisian youth are crafting their chapter, seamlessly weaving 

age-old traditions with the promise of modern innovation. Start-ups dot the landscape, civil society 

thrives, and the nation's young heartbeat pulsates with dreams and ambitions. Azzouz's words 

painted a picture of multiple complexities of democratic transitions but within that therein lies hope, 

determination, and endless possibilities brought about by the strength of faith and spirit. 

 

Notably, Tunisia's progressive narrative on women's rights deserves global acclaim. Pioneering 

initiatives post-independence and the introduction of the Code of Personal Status in 1957 sets 

Tunisia apart, heralding a new age where women stood shoulder to shoulder with men, shaping 

the nation's destiny. 

 



Amel Azzouz's reflections at the conference weren't just a retrospective look at Tunisia's past but 

a clarion call for its promising future. A nation that has, time and again, demonstrated its capability 

to adapt, evolve, and innovate. In her words and through her passion, Tunisia emerged as not 

just a beacon for the Maghreb or the Arab world but for all who believe in the enduring spirit of 

human resilience. 

 

In this narrative, rich with hope and promise, Tunisia stands tall – an emblem of what is possible 

when a nation, rooted in history, reaches out to embrace the future. 

 

 


